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1 to 2 weeks [22]. Notably, the incubation period of
COVID-19 is also usually up to 2 weeks [23]. Therefore,
we can make full use of the waiting period in patients with
fracture to detect COVID-19. In our study, the overall
wait time in each hospital was more than one week. Five

patients (2 in H1, and 3 in H2) were found to have
COVID-19 during the hospital stay prior to surgery.
Tracheal intubation to implement general anesthesia

requires opening the patient’s respiratory tract, which in-
creases the exposure risk of medical staff to the virus

Fig. 3 Flow chart of admission classification and treatment process for emergency patients in Dongxihu District Hospital (H2)
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