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Abstract 

Objective  The purpose of this study was to investigate the relationship between surgical segment mobility and 
fatty infiltration of the adjacent segment paravertebral muscles in patients with single-segment lumbar degenerative 
disease (LDD) who underwent decompression with fusion or dynamic stabilization.

Methods  Retrospective analysis of patients who underwent lumbar decompression combined with titanium rod 
fixation intertransverse fusion (PITF group), Isobar TTL dynamic stabilization (TTL group) or Isobar EVO dynamic stabi-
lization (EVO group) for single-segment lumbar degenerative disease, from March 2012 to July 2018. The preoperative 
and final follow-up clinical indexes C-LDSI and the measured imaging indexes (range of motion of the surgical seg-
ment and the upper adjacent segment, and Goutallier grade of the upper adjacent segment) were counted, and the 
differences between the preoperative and final follow-up indexes were compared.

Results  According to the inclusion and exclusion criteria, 68 patients were included in this study, 21 in the PITF 
group, 24 in the TTL group, and 23 in the EVO group. At the final follow-up, the C-LSDI score had significantly higher 
in the PITF group than the TTL and EVO groups, and the C-LSDI score was a very strongly negatively correlated with 
ROM of surgical segment (r=-0.7968, p < 0.001). There was a strong negative correlation between surgical segment 
and upper adjacent segment mobility (r = -0.6959, p < 0.001). And there was a very strong negative correlation 
between ROM of surgical segment and upper adjacent segment paravertebral muscle Goutallier classification (r = 
-0.8092, p < 0.001), whereas the ROM of the upper adjacent segment was strong positive correlated with the Goutal-
lier classification (r = 0.6703, P < 0.001).

Conclusion  Compared with decompression combined with rigid fusion, decompression combined with dynamic 
fixation for single-segment lumbar degenerative disease can significantly reduce postoperative low back stiffness. 
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And a certain range of increased mobility of the dynamic stabilization device can effectively reduce the compensa-
tory mobility of the upper adjacent segment and slow down the fatty infiltration of the paravertebral muscle in the 
adjacent segment.

Keywords  Isobar, Posterior pedicle screw fixation, Posterolateral intertransverse lumbar fusion, Lumbar degenerative 
disease, Paraspinal muscles fat infiltration

Introduction
Although posterior lumbar fusion with pedicle screws is 
a “gold-standard” for the treatment of lumbar degenera-
tive diseases, the long-term effects of rigid fixed fusion 
accelerate the degeneration of adjacent segments, such as 
adjacent segment instability, spinal stenosis, disc degen-
eration, fracture, and other long-term degenerative mani-
festations [1–3]. After intervertebral fusion, the increased 
range of motion (ROM) and abnormal stresses in adja-
cent segments cause abnormalities in one or more struc-
tures, including vertebrae, disc, facet joint, peripheral 
ligament, and paravertebral muscle, resulting in adjacent 
segment degeneration (ASD) [4, 5]. As a result, a variety 
of mobility-preserving devices and surgical approaches, 
such as non-fusion and hybrid, have gradually emerged 
clinically to reduce interference with the biomechanical 
environment of spine in order to prevent or slow down 
the progression of ASD [6, 7].

In recent years, clinical practitioners have paid atten-
tion to the role of the paravertebral muscles in the man-
agement and prognosis of the lumbar and cervical spines, 
and paravertebral muscle degeneration is gradually being 
recognized as an important cause of ASD [8, 9], and fatty 
infiltration of the paravertebral muscles is closely associ-
ated with degeneration of other structures of the spine 
[10–14]. Onesti et  al [15]. found that the fatty infiltra-
tion of the paravertebral muscles that occurs after spinal 
fusion was found to cause failed back syndrome, sug-
gesting an important association between persistent and 
recurrent low back pain after lumbar spine surgery and 
fatty infiltration of the paravertebral muscles. In addition, 
postoperative stiffness of the low back is a common prob-
lem after lumbar spine surgery [16]. Although numer-
ous predisposing factors are known, such as ischemia 
and paravertebral muscle denervation caused by long 
incisions, extensive dissection, and long intraoperative 
muscle strains [17–20]. However, it is now thought that 
abnormal mobility and stress transmission after fusion 
causes paravertebral muscle overload, which is the pri-
mary cause of persistent, recurring postoperative pain 
and postoperative stiffness [21–23]. When the ROM of 
fixed segments is lost, muscle wasting atrophy and fatty 
infiltration of muscle tissue occur during the healing pro-
cess [24], causing an increase in compensatory mobil-
ity of the adjacent segment and fatty infiltration of the 

paravertebral muscle of the adjacent vertebrae caused by 
stresses on the adjacent segment’s paravertebral muscle 
exceeding its limits. Lin et al [25]. compared the effects of 
dynamic fixation systems and fusion on the paravertebral 
muscles of adjacent segment and discovered that patients 
undergoing posterior interbody fusion had higher grades 
of paravertebral muscle atrophy and fatty infiltration than 
patients undergoing posterior dynamic internal fixa-
tion. However, in this study, the comparison of unilateral 
K-rod dynamic fixation and posterior interbody fusion 
was more interference factors in investigating the differ-
ences in the effects of dynamic stabilization versus fusion 
on the adjacent segmental paravertebral muscles. In addi-
tion, whether there is a correlation between the mobility 
of dynamic fixation and fatty infiltration of the paraverte-
bral muscles has not been reported in the literature.

In this study, we retrospectively analyzed the correla-
tion between postoperative surgical segmental mobil-
ity and fatty infiltration of the upper adjacent segmental 
paravertebral muscles in patients with single-segment 
lumbar degenerative disease treated with lumbar decom-
pression combined with titanium rod fixation for inter-
transverse fusion, combined with Isobar TTL dynamic 
fixation or combined with Isobar EOV dynamic fixation.

Methods
Patients and methods
This study retrospectively reviewed 189 consecutive 
patients with single segment lumbar degeneration dis-
eases who were undergoing surgical treatment with PTIF 
or Isobar TTL/EVO between March 2012 and July 2018. 
According to the inclusion and exclusion criteria, 68 
patients were included in this study, 21 in the PITF group, 
24 in the TTL group, and 23 in the EVO group This study 
has been approved by the Ethical Committee of the 
Dongzhimen Hospital affiliated to Beijing University of 
Chinese Medicine (2022DZMEC-085–04). And the study 
was retrospective and patient records were anonymized 
and de-identified prior to analysis, no patient informed 
consent was available.

Inclusion and exclusion criteria
The inclusion criteria were as follows: (a) spinal surgery 
patient at the Dongzhimen Hospital affiliated to Beijing 
University of Chinese Medicine from March 2012 and 
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July 2018; (b) patients with lumbar degenerative disease 
in single segment (L4/5 or L5/S1) who were undergoing 
surgical treatment with PTIF or Isobar TTL/EVO; (c) 
surgical segment Pfirrmann grading [26]  ≥ III and upper 
adjacent segment disc Pfirrmann grading < II; (d) surgi-
cal segment and upper adjacent segment Modic changes 
[27] type 1 and 2 (All patients included in this study were 
Modic changes type 1 and 2, which was mainly to reduce 
the effect of Modic change on the intervertebral disc and 
paravertebral muscles); (e) spondylolisthesis degree I for 
Isobar TTL/EVO group and spondylolisthesis degree II 
for PITF group (In order to reduce the interference of 

lumbar spondylolisthesis grades with lumbar mobility 
and paravertebral muscles, we excluded patients with 
more than degree II lumbar spondylolisthesis). The surgi-
cal segment of L4/5 and L5/S1 were chosen because the 
paravertebral muscle has the largest area at L3/L4 and 
L4/L5 [8, 28–30]; (f ) follow-up for at least for 24 months.

The exclusion criteria were as follows: (a) upper adja-
cent segment disc Pfirrmann grading > II; (b) upper 
adjacent segment facet joint Fujiwara classification 
[31] ≥ grade 3; (c) upper adjacent segment Goutal-
lier classification > grade 2; (d) lumbar spondylolysis; 
(e) severe scoliosis or sagittal or coronal imbalance; (f ) 

Fig. 1  Isobar dynamic stabilization devices (right: Isobar TTL, left: Isobar EVO)
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serious internal disease, severe osteoporosis, anxiety, 
depression or other psychological disorders. The flow 
chart of case screening for each group is as follows.

The flow chart of case screening for each group.

Internal fixation devices
Titanium rod manufactured by Weigao in Shangdong 
China.

The Isobar TTL and EVO dynamic fixation devices 
manufactured by Scient’x-Alphatec in France. The differ-
ence between the TTL and the EVO we have described in 
detail in our previous articles [32]. (Fig. 1).

Surgical procedure
The surgical procedure in the TTL and EVO group we 
had described in detail in our previous articles [32]. In 
PITF group, autologous bone is implanted between the 
transverse processes on both sides of the lesioned seg-
ment and the screw cap is tightened. In order to prevent 
infection, antibiotics were routinely given 24 h after sur-
gery. Depending on the amount of drainage, the drain-
age tube was removed 24–48  h later. Three to five days 
following surgery, patients should continue wearing the 
brace to aid in getting out of bed while gradually retrain-
ing their lower back muscles. And in dynamic group, the 
brace is typically worn for one month following surgery. 
In the PITF group, the brace is typically worn for three 
month following surgery. After the brace is taken off, the 
patient is given functional exercise suggestions and told 
to regularly work out their low back.

Clinical and radiological outcomes
  Clinical and radiological data were obtained before 
surgery and at the final follow-up. China lumbar stiffness 
disability index(C-LSDI) [33] were used to evaluate the 
lumbar stiffness of each patient. (Table1).

Radiological outcomes were evaluated using the follow-
ing: (a) the segmental ROM, which was calculated as the 
angle between the inferior surface of the upper vertebrae 
and the superior surface of the lower vertebrae on the lat-
eral lumbar flexion–extension X-ray taken with the patient 
standing; (b) the paravertebral muscle is positioned axi-
ally through the median sagittal position, the anterior and 
posterior feet of the inferior border of the upper vertebral 
body and the superior border of the lower cone of the 
vertebral space, and the four points are crossed and inter-
sected at a point, and a horizontal line is made through 
the point, which is the observed axial paravertebral mus-
cle position (Fig. 2); (c)Goutallier grade, in which patients 
were considered to have Goutallier Grade 0 degeneration 
if there was no fat infiltration, Goutallier Grade 1 if fatty 
streaks were present, Goutallier Grade 2 if there was more 
muscle than fat, Goutallier Grade 3 if fat and muscle were 

Table 1  China lumbar stiffness disability index

1. Bend to your feet to put on your underwear and pants on your own

2. Bend to your feet to put on your socks and shoes on your own

3. Bend forward to pick up a small object on the floor on your own

4. Bend forward to wash your face and hair without getting wet

5. Bathe the lower half of your body on your own

6. Perform personal hygiene functions following toileting

7. Bend forward to clean the floor on your own

8. Sit down on the chair and get up on your own

9. Lie down on the bed and get up on your own

10. Get in and out of a car on your own

11. Take a small object sideways on your own

Response options and score for each item
  0 No effect at all

  1 Help oneself but have minor effect

  2 Help oneself but have effect

  3 Help oneself but have significant effect

  4 Cannot help oneself require assistance

  5 Cannot do at all
Fig. 2  T2wI median sagittal correlation of the location of the axial 
paraspinal muscle measurements
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present in equal quantity, and Goutallier Grade 4 if more 
fat was present than muscle [34, 35] (Fig. 3). The MRI sys-
tem was a 1.5 Tesla Imaging System T (Signa HDxt 1.5 T 
GE, USA). Cross-sectional views of lumbar vertebrae were 
obtained using a fast spin-echo sequence system for T2WI. 
The slice width was 4  mm and the inter-slice gap was 
1 mm. The acquisition matrix was 320/224. The sequence 
parameters were a repetition time of 3000 ms and an echo 
time of 102 ms for T2WI. The measurement of paraspinal 
fat infiltration acreage: the MRI T2 axial map of the same 
segment and the same level before and after the operation 
were selected. Image J software was applied to outline the 
periphery of the paraspinal muscles on the image with 4X 
magnification and the region is fat (Fig. 10).

The paravertebral muscles in this study were defined as 
ES + MM.

Statistical analysis
Continuous variables were expressed as the mean ± stand-
ard deviation and were analyzed using SPSS 22.0 software 
(SPSS Inc., Chicago, IL, USA). We used one-way ANOVA 
for the statistical analysis to compare all means between 
groups, and we used a p value less than 0.05 to determine 
statistical significance. Categorical variables were com-
pared using Fisher’s exact test. To assess the correlation 
between ROM (surgical segment or Upper segment) and 
Goutallier Grade of paraspinal muscles, we performed 
Pearson correlation coefficient or Spearman’s rank corre-
lation coefficient. Correlations > 0.7 were considered very 
strong; 0.5–0.7, strong; 0.3–0.5, moderate; and < 0.3, weak.

Results
According to the inclusion and exclusion criteria, 68 patients 
(27 males and 39 females, mean age 50.63 ± 8.32  years) 
were eventually included, with a mean follow-up time of 

37.0 ± 19.97 months (24–57 months), of which the number 
of patients with PITF, Isobar TTL, and Isobar EVO were 21, 
24, and 23, respectively. 51 patients operated on L4/L5 seg-
ment, and 16 patients operated on L5/S1 segment. There 
were no significant differences in age, gender, BMI, disease 
type, or postoperative lumbar anterior convexity angle 
between the three groups (P > 0.05), and the PITF group had 
a longer operative time and more intraoperative bleeding 
than the TTL and EVO groups (P < 0.05), but there were no 
significant differences between the TTL and EVO groups 
(P > 0.05) (Table 2).

China lumbar stiffness disability index
There was no significant difference in C-LDI scores 
between the three groups before surgery, and the scores 
in the PITF, TTL and EVO groups were 9.42 ± 3.52, 
9.45 ± 3.69 and 9.13 ± 2.78, respectively (Table2 and 
Fig.  4). At the final follow-up, C-LSDI scores were sig-
nificantly different among the three groups (p < 0.05). 
and the scores in the PITF, TTL and EVO groups were 
29.76 ± 5.39, 19.71 ± 6.29 and 12.61 ± 1.78, respectively. 
The PITF group scored higher than the TTL group, the 
TTL group was slightly higher than the EVOL group, and 
the PITF group was significantly higher than the EVO 
group, and the C-LSDI score decreased with increasing 
surgical segment mobility, both of which were strong 
negative correlation (r = -0.7968, P < 0.001) (Fig. 5).

ROM
ROM of surgical segment
There was no difference in fixed segment mobility 
between the PITF, TTL and EVO groups before surgery, 
which were (9.68 ± 0.75), (9.76 ± 0.65) and (9.90 ± 0.72), 
respectively. At the last follow-up, the ROM of sur-
gical segment in the three groups was (0.77 ± 0.34), 

Fig. 3  Goutallier classification. Every grade was defined as follows: grade 0, no intramuscular fat; grade 1, some fatty streaks present; grade 2, fat 
evident, but less than muscle tissue; grade 3, amounts of fat equal to amount of muscle; grade 4, more fat than muscle tissue. MM: Multifidus 
Muscle (Red) ES: Erector Spinae (Blue) PS: Psoas (Yellow)
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(2.60 ± 0.35) and (5.30 ± 0.68), respectively. All were 
significantly lower than the preoperative ones (p < 0.05), 
and between groups, the EVO group was significantly 
higher than the TTL group (p < 0.05) and the TTL group 
was significantly higher than the PITF group (p < 0.05) 
(Fig. 6).

ROM of upper adjacent segment
There was no difference in upper adjacent segment mobil-
ity between the PITF, TTL and EVO groups before surgery, 
which were (10.35 ± 0.59), (10.34 ± 0.71), (10.44 ± 0.68), 
respectively; at the last follow-up, upper adjacent segment 

Table 2  Patient demographics

BMI body mass index, C-LSDI China lumbar stiffness disability index P1 (PITF vs. TTL). P2 (PITF vs. EVO). P3 (TTL vs. EVO)
* The p values are from a one-way ANOVA
† The p values are from a chi-square test
# p < 0.05, Fisher’s exact test

PITF(n = 21) TTL(n = 24) EVO(n = 23) P1 P2 P3

Pre-operation
  Mean age, years 52.90 ± 5.94 50.16 ± 9.67 49.04 ± 8.55 0.514 0.278 0.888

  F/M gender 9/12 10/14 8/15 0.861*

  Follow-up (Month) 39.62 ± 10.36 34.75 ± 10.31 37.00 ± 9.04 0.234 0.657 0.718

  BMI in kg/m2, mean 24.99 ± 2.61 25.45 ± 2.19 25.64 ± 2.08 0.784 0.619 0.957

  surgical segment L4–5/L5–S1 15/6 19/5 18/5 0.823*

  Disorder 0.856*

  Disc herniation 3 5 6

  Spinal stenosis 14 13 13

  Spondylolisthesis 4 6 4

  C-LSDI 9.42 ± 3.52 9.45 ± 3.69 9.13 ± 2.78 0.978 0.756 0.734

Post-operation
  Goutallier Grade of upper segment 
(no. of levels)

 < 0.001#

  Grade 0 0 0 10(43.5%)

  Grade 1 0 10(41.7%) 13(56.5%)

  Grade 2 7(33.3%) 12(50%) 0

  Grade 3 14(66.7%) 2(8.3%) 0

  Grade 4 0 0 0

  Lumbar lordosis (°) 56.22 ± 7.92 52.40 ± 7.16 54.18 ± 6.69 0.190 0.623 0.678

  Operation time (min) 145.71 ± 21.11 129.17 ± 8.80 128.26 ± 7.75 0.0004* 0.0002* 0.9717

  Blood loss (ml) 164.67 ± 17.99 144.58 ± 18.65 139.35 ± 19.79 0.002* 0.0001* 0.6096

Fig. 4  The C-LDI of pre- and post-operation among each group

Fig. 5  Correlation between surgical segmental mobility and C-LSDI



Page 7 of 12Guan et al. BMC Musculoskeletal Disorders           (2023) 24:28 	

mobility was (13.94 ± 1.43), (12.44 ± 0.92), (11.19 ± 0.65) 
in the three groups, respectively, which were significantly 
higher in all three groups than before surgery (p < 0.05) 
(Fig. 7).

Correlation of the ROM of surgical segment and upper 
neighboring segment
The ROM of upper adjacent segment activity increased 
with the decrease of ROM of surgical segment in all three 
groups, and there was a strong negative linear correlation 
between ROM of surgical segment and upper adjacent 
segment (r = -0.6959, P < 0.001) (Fig. 8).

Correlation of ROM and Goutallier classification
Spearman correlation analysis of surgical segment 
mobility was significantly linearly negatively correlated 
with upper adjacent segment Goutallier classifica-
tion (r = -0.8092, P < 0.001), while upper adjacent seg-
ment mobility was significantly negatively correlated 
with Goutallier classification was strongly linearly 
positively correlated (r = 0.6703, P < 0.001) (Fig. 9 left). 
Correlation between surgical segment mobility and 
Gourallier classification in three groups, typical cases 
(Fig.  9 right). The Typical cases of each group were 
showed in Fig. 10.

Fig. 6  Pre- and post-operative comparison of ROM of surgical segment in three groups and inter-group comparison

Fig. 7  Pre- and post-operative comparison of ROM of upper adjacent segment in three groups and inter-group comparison
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Discussion
The relationship between mobility and low back stiffness
Dynamic stabilization technique can maintain a certain 
degree of mobility in the surgical segment of the lumbar 
spine to reduce the stiffness of the low back that is com-
mon after fusion, while limiting the abnormal movement 
of the surgical segment of the lumbar spine to reduce 
the compensatory activity of the adjacent segment, 
which can avoid the abnormal distribution of stress 
in the adjacent segment to some extent and reduce the 
incidence of ASD [36]. However, clinical research is cur-
rently divided on how much mobility should be retained 
and whether higher mobility is better for dynamic sta-
bilization devices. The Isobar Dynamic Stabilization 

System has undergone five generations of design since 
its inception: Isolock (1993), Isobar TTL (1998), Aladyn 
(2002), Isobar Duo (2008), and Isobar EVO (2010), and 
has become a mature internal fixation device. The origi-
nal design concept was based on Wolff’s law to promote 
intervertebral fusion for fusion surgery. Since the 1980s, 
non-fusion stabilization systems such as the posterior 
lumbar interspinous spine bracing device, interspinous 
joint device, and posterior transforaminal dynamic inter-
nal fixation have been improved and evolved. Some cli-
nicians have also used the Isobar dynamic stabilization 
system to improve clinical outcomes in non-fusion and 
hybrid technology [37–39]. This system provides spinal 
stability while preserving a certain degree of mobility of 
the operated segment, and the load transfer center of the 
surgical segment is close to the anterior-middle column 
of the spine, which results in less compressive stress than 
traditional rigid fixation devices. Given the mere mobility 
and subtle contour differences between EVO system and 
the TTL system, we believe it is more scientific to explore 
mobility through the EVO system and the TTL system 
for low back stiffness.

In this study, by comparing the C-LSDI before and 
after surgery in the PITF, TTL and EVO groups, we 
found significant differences in the C-LSDI of patients 
in the three groups, with the final follow-up score 
of the PITF group (29.76 ± 5.39), the TTL group 
(19.71 ± 6.29) and the EVO group (12.61 ± 1.78), indi-
cating that the postoperative fusion group Patients had 
the most pronounced low back stiffness, and patients in 
the dynamic fixation group had lower low back stiffness 
than those in the rigid group (PITF group), and patients 
in the EVO group had the lowest low back stiffness 

Fig. 8  Correlation of ROM of surgical segment and upper adjacent 
segment

Fig. 9  Correlation of ROM and Goutallier classification
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scores. This implies that both non-fusion and fusion 
procedures reduce the mobility of the fixed segment, 
which causes an increase in the mobility of the superior 
adjacent segment. In a comparison between groups, the 
surgical segment mobility was significantly higher in 
the EVO and TTL groups than in the PITF group, and 
the upper adjacent segment mobility was lower than in 
the PITF group, indicating that the Isobar non-fusion 
procedure has an advantage in preserving surgical seg-
ment mobility. Subsequently, we performed a correla-
tion analysis between mobility and low back stiffness 
and found a significant positive correlation between 
fixed segment mobility and C-LSDI (r = -0.7968, 
P < 0.001). This suggests that there is indeed a close 
relationship between mobility and low back stiffness, 
and that increasing the mobility of the surgical segment 
can effectively reduce the stiffness of the patient’s low 
back after surgery, so it is believed that increasing the 
mobility of the dynamic stabilization system within a 
certain range may lead to better clinical outcomes.

The relationship between mobility and fatty infiltration 
of paravertebral muscles
The paravertebral muscles are an important group of 
muscles for maintaining normal trunk posture and spi-
nal stability, although it has been shown in anatomy and 
physiology that the multifidus muscle (MM) is the most 
important for maintaining lumbar joint stability, the 
erector spinae (ES), and the psoas (PS) and quadratus 
lumborum (QL) are also indispensable for maintaining 
lumbar spine stability [39]. Through our clinical observa-
tions and the results of most studies [23, 40, 41], fat infil-
tration in patients with lumbar degeneration is mainly 
found in MM and ES. Therefore, the overall level of fat 

infiltration in LM and ES was used in this study to reflect 
the level of fat infiltration in the paravertebral mus-
cles. There is lots of evidence that there is a correlation 
between fatty infiltration of the paravertebral muscles 
and lumbar spine degeneration of multiple structures 
[42–44]. Faur et al. [45] noted a low correlation (R = 0.37) 
and significant association (ANOVA, P = 0.001, 95% CI: 
2.07 to 8.14) between the grade of disc degeneration and 
lumbar multifidus fat atrophy and concluded that the 
degree of paravertebral muscle fat infiltration was mildly 
negatively correlated with the level of the disc. This sug-
gests that intramuscular fat infiltration also bridges the 
gap between disc degeneration and paravertebral sarco-
penia. Paravertebral muscle degeneration also progresses 
with age, including muscle size reduction and muscle fat 
infiltration [46]. However, there are no reports in the lit-
erature on the relationship between posterior lumbar 
internal fixation surgical segment mobility and upper 
adjacent segment mobility and fatty degeneration of the 
paravertebral muscles in adjacent segments. Because of 
the prevalence of ASD in the upper adjacent segment and 
the varying degrees of paravertebral muscle destruction 
in the fixed segment, the paravertebral muscles of the 
upper adjacent segment were chosen as the target muscle 
group for this study.

Current commonly used measures of paravertebral 
muscle degeneration include paravertebral muscle cross-
sectional area (CSA) and fat infiltration grade. Among 
them, both CSA and fat infiltration grade are associ-
ated with low back pain, radiculopathy and spinal ste-
nosis [47–50]. However, some reported results of CSA 
were not related to fatty infiltration of the paraverte-
bral muscle [51, 52] and indicated that fatty infiltration 
is more reflective of paravertebral muscle degeneration 

Fig. 10  A. MRI T2 Axis map: The preoperative area of paraspinal muscles and fat of UAS in the PITF group, the Goutallier grade is 1. a. MRI T2 Axis 
map: The final-follow area of paraspinal muscles and fat of UAS in the PITF group, the Goutallier grade is 3. C. MRI T2 Axis map: The preoperative 
area of paraspinal muscles and fat of UAS in the Isobar TTL group, the Goutallier grade is 1. c. MRI T2 Axis map: The final-follow area of paraspinal 
muscles and fat of UAS in the Isobar TTL group, the Goutallier grade is 2. E. MRI T2 Axis map: The preoperative area of paraspinal muscles and fat of 
UAS in the Isobar EVO group, the Goutallier grade is 0. c. MRI T2 Axis map: The final-follow area of paraspinal muscles and fat of UAS in the Isobar 
EVO group, the Goutallier grade is 0. B, b, D, d, F, f. The periphery of the paraspinal muscles on the image was outlined using yellow line, and the red 
region of the muscular compartment represents fat. (MRI image processing by Image J software)
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compared to CSA [53, 54]. Kader et  al. [55] and Park-
kola et  al. [56] found significant muscle atrophy of the 
paravertebral muscle even in the absence of reduced 
CSA, with the atrophied muscle being replaced by fatty 
and fibrous tissue. Therefore, the fatty infiltration of the 
paravertebral muscles is more sensitive to early paraver-
tebral degeneration when analyzing whether paraverte-
bral muscle degeneration is occurring. The commonly 
used grading of fat infiltration is the Goutallier grading, 
and Battaglia et al [57]. reported a significant correlation 
between the Goutallier classification and the rate of fat 
infiltration in the paravertebral muscles, which has also 
been shown to be a reliable grading system for fat infil-
tration in several studies [57, 58]. Therefore, this grading 
system was selected for the evaluation index of paraver-
tebral muscle degeneration in this study. In addition, Lee 
et al [29]. found the most significant changes in the L4/5 
and L3/4 segments by measuring paravertebral muscle 
CSA and fat infiltration rates at each segmental level in 
patients with lumbar paravertebral muscle degeneration. 
Jun et al [59]. found that the degree of fatty infiltration of 
the paravertebral muscles was negatively correlated with 
the lumbar lordosis by analyzing the imaging data of 50 
elderly patients [60]. Accordingly, in order to minimize 
confounding factors, only patients with single-segment 
fixation at L4/5 and L5/S1 and no significant difference 
in lumbar lordosis at the last follow-up were included in 
this study.

The MRI results showed that the TTL group had a 
significantly lower Goutallier grade at the last follow-
up than the PITF group, but because of the variability 
in intraoperative bleeding and operative time between 
the two (164.67 ± 17.99  mL vs. 144.58 ± 18.65  mL, 
145.71 ± 21.11  min vs. 129.17 ± 8.80  min), in order to 
eliminate the effect of these factors, we therefore com-
pared the EVO and TTL groups again. The results showed 
that the fixed segment mobility in the EVO group was 
significantly higher than that in the TTL group, the upper 
adjacent segment mobility in the EVO group was signifi-
cantly lower than that in the TTL group, and the Goutal-
lier grading of the paravertebral muscles in the upper 
adjacent segment in the EVO group was significantly 
lower than that in the TTL group. The Goutallier classifi-
cation showed a significant negative correlation with the 
mobility of the fixed segment (r = -0.8092, P < 0.001) and 
a positive correlation with the mobility of the upper adja-
cent segment (r = 0.6703, P < 0.001), indicating that when 
the intervertebral mobility exceeds the normal level, the 
paravertebral muscles will show significant fatty infiltra-
tion, so increasing the mobility of the dynamic fixation 
device can reduce the fatty infiltration of the paraverte-
bral muscles in the upper adjacent segment by reducing 
the mobility of the upper adjacent segment.

Conclusion
Compared with decompression combined with rigid fusion, 
decompression combined with dynamic fixation for sin-
gle-segment lumbar degenerative disease can significantly 
reduce postoperative low back stiffness. And a certain range 
of increased mobility of the dynamic stabilization device can 
effectively reduce the compensatory mobility of the upper 
adjacent segment and slow down the fatty infiltration of the 
paravertebral muscle in the adjacent segment.

Limitation
In the current study, we established relatively strict 
inclusion and exclusion criteria, excluding as much as 
possible other factors that may induce paravertebral 
muscle degeneration, such as intervertebral discs, small 
joints, age, BMI, and anterior lumbar convexity angle; 
secondly, during the surgical operation, the interverte-
bral discs and synovial joints of the operated segments 
were protected as much as possible to reduce the inter-
ference with the biomechanical environment of the 
spinal unit; finally, for the fusion group we chose PITF 
because its surgical procedure is more similar to the Iso-
bar system procedure, which better ensures the scien-
tific validity of the controlled trial. However, there were 
also two main confounding factors in this study: first, 
the fusion group wore a postoperative lumbar brace for 
3 months and the dynamic fixation group wore a brace 
for only 1  month after surgery, because the purpose of 
dynamic stabilization was to allow patients to exercise 
their lumbar back muscles earlier, so the early paraver-
tebral muscle recovery would be more advantageous in 
the dynamic fixation group compared with the fusion 
group, which may also be one of the reasons why the 
paravertebral muscle fat infiltration grade was lower in 
the dynamic fixation group than in the fusion group at 
the final follow-up; second, there was a difference in the 
inclusion criteria, with lumbar spondylolisthesis limited 
to degree I in the dynamic fixation group and degree II 
in the fusion group, which may also explain the lower fat 
infiltration grade in the dynamic fixation group at the 
final follow-up.

Acknowledgements
Not applicable.

Authors’ contributions
GJB, ZDY and YX contributed to the overall design and implementation of 
the study,analysis of the results, and drafting of the manuscript. GJB, LT and 
FNN contributed to the overall design, management of the study and writing-
review and editing. YKT, JGZ, LWH, ZH and YYD contributed to the data cura-
tion and analysis of the results. All authors haveread and approved the fnal 
submitted manuscript.

Funding
In this paper, the research is sponsored by the Horizontal Subject “effect of bio-
mimetic mineralized collagen artificial bone in the treatment of spinal diseases 
and fractures” of Dongzhimen Hospital Beijing University of Chinese Medicine.



Page 11 of 12Guan et al. BMC Musculoskeletal Disorders           (2023) 24:28 	

Availability of data and materials
The datasets used and/or analyzed during the current study are available from 
the corresponding author on reasonable request.

Declarations

Ethics approval and consent to participate
We declare that the study has been performed in accordance with the Dec-
laration of Helsinki and has been approved by the institutional review board 
of Dongzhimen Hospital Beijing University of Chinese Medicine (approval 
number: 2022DZMEC-085-04). All patients participated free-willingly and with 
written informed consent to the study.

Consent for publication
Not applicable.

Competing interests
The authors declare that there are no conflicts of interest regarding the publi-
cation of this paper.

Author details
1 Dongzhimen Hospital Beijing University of Chinese Medicine, Haiyuncang 
No.5, Dongcheng District 100700 Beijing, China. 

Received: 31 October 2022   Accepted: 5 January 2023

References
	1.	 Okuda S, Iwasaki M, Miyauchi A, et al. Risk factors for adjacent segment 

degeneration after PLIF  Spine (Phila Pa 1976). 2004;29(14):1535–40.
	2.	 Miyakoshi N, Abe E, Shimada Y, et al. Outcome of one-level posterior 

lumbar interbody fusion for spondylolisthesis and postoperative interver-
tebral disc degeneration adjacent to the fusion. Spine (Phila Pa 1976). 
2000;25(14):1837–42.

	3.	 Park P, Garton H J, Gala V C, et al. Adjacent segment disease after lumbar 
or lumbosacral fusion: review of the literature  Spine (Phila Pa 1976). 
2004;29(17):1938–44.

	4.	 Anandjiwala J, SEO J Y, HA K Y, et al. Adjacent segment degeneration after 
instrumented posterolateral lumbar fusion: a prospective cohort study 
with a minimum five-year follow-up. Eur Spine J. 2011;20(11):1951–60.

	5.	 Pan A, Hai Y, Yang J, et al. Adjacent segment degeneration after lumbar 
spinal fusion compared with motion-preservation procedures: a meta-
analysis. Eur Spine J. 2016;25(5):1522–32.

	6.	 Schmoelz W, Huber J F, Nydegger T, et al. Dynamic stabilization of the 
lumbar spine and its effects on adjacent segments: an in vitro experi-
ment  J Spinal Disord Tech. 2003;16(4):418–23.

	7.	 Wang JC, Arnold P M, Hermsmeyer JT, et al. Do lumbar motion preserving 
devices reduce the risk of adjacent segment pathology compared with 
fusion surgery? a systematic review  Spine (Phila Pa 1976). 2012;37(22 
Suppl):133–43.

	8.	 Kim J Y, Ryu D S, Paik H K, et al. Paraspinal muscle, facet joint, and disc 
problems: risk factors for adjacent segment degeneration after lumbar 
fusion  Spine J. 2016;16(7):867–75.

	9.	 Yee T J, Terman S W, La Marca F, et al. Comparison of adjacent segment 
disease after minimally invasive or open transforaminal lumbar interbody 
fusion  J Clin Neurosci. 2014;21(10):1796–801.

	10.	 Jeon I, Kim SW, Yu DW. Paraspinal muscle fatty degeneration as a predic-
tor of progressive vertebral collapse in osteoporotic vertebral compres-
sion fractures  Spine J. 2022;22(2):313–20.

	11.	 Walker B F, Cooley JR. Relationships between paraspinal muscle morphol-
ogy and neurocompressive conditions of the lumbar spine: a systematic 
review with meta-analysis  BMC Musculoskelet Disord. 2018;19(1):351.

	12.	 Zhao H, He Y, Yang JS, et al. Can paraspinal muscle degeneration be a 
reason for refractures after percutaneous kyphoplasty? a magnetic reso-
nance imaging observation  J Orthop Surg Res. 2021;16(1):476.

	13.	 Gengyu H, Jinyue D, Chunjie G, et al. The predictive value of preoperative 
paraspinal muscle morphometry on complications after lumbar surgery: 
a systematic review  Eur Spine J. 2022;31(2):364–79.

	14.	 Kim W H, Lee SH, Lee DY. Changes in the cross-sectional area of multifi-
dus and psoas in unilateral sciatica caused by lumbar disc herniation  J 
Korean Neurosurg Soc. 2011;50(3):201–4.

	15.	 Onesti S T. Failed back syndrome  Neurol. 2004;10(5):259–64.
	16.	 Suwa H, Hanakita J, Ohshita N, et al. Postoperative changes in paraspinal 

muscle thickness after various lumbar back surgery procedures  Neurol 
Med Chir (Tokyo). 2000;40(3):151–4.

	17.	 Chen WC, Fuc J, Lu ML, et al. Comparison of paraspinal muscle degeneration 
and decompression effect between conventional open and minimal invasive 
approaches for posterior lumbar spine surgery  Sci Rep. 2020;10(1):14635.

	18.	 Cho S M, Kim S H, Ha S K, et al. Paraspinal muscle changes after single-
level posterior lumbar fusion: volumetric analyses and literature review  
BMC Musculoskelet Disord. 2020;21(1):73.

	19.	 Forster M, Mahn F, Gockel U, et al. Axial low back pain: one painful area–
many perceptions and mechanisms  PLoS ONE. 2013;8(7):e68273.

	20.	 Freynhagen R, Baron R. The evaluation of neuropathic components in 
low back pain  Curr Pain Headache Rep. 2009;13(3):185–90.

	21.	 Mayer T G, Vanharantah H. Comparison of CT scan muscle measurements 
and isokinetic trunk strength in postoperative patients  Spine (Phila Pa 
1976). 1989;14(1):33–6.

	22.	 Waschke A, Hartmann C, Walter J, et al. Denervation and atrophy of 
paraspinal muscles after open lumbar interbody fusion is associated with 
clinical outcome–electromyographic and CT-volumetric investigation of 
30 patients  Acta Neurochir (Wien). 2014;156(2):235–44.

	23.	 Pourtaheri S, Issa K, Lord E, et al. Paraspinal muscle atrophy after lumbar 
spine surgery.   Orthop. 2016;39(2):e209-14.

	24.	 Strube P, Putzier M, Streitparth F, et al. Postoperative posterior lumbar 
muscle changes and their relationship to segmental motion preserva-
tion or restriction: a randomized prospective study  J Neurosurg Spine. 
2016;24(1):25–31.

	25.	 Lin G X, Ma Y M, Xiao Y C, et al. The effect of posterior lumbar dynamic 
fixation and intervertebral fusion on paraspinal muscles  BMC Musculo-
skelet Disord. 2021;22(1):1049.

	26.	 Pfirrmann CW. Schmorl nodes of the thoracic and lumbar spine: 
radiographic-pathologic study of prevalence, characterization, and cor-
relation with degenerative changes of 1,650 spinal levels in 100 cadavers 
[J]. Radiology. 2001;219(2):368–74.

	27.	 Modic M T, Steinberg P M, Ross JS, et al. Degenerative disk disease: assess-
ment of changes in vertebral body marrow with MR imaging  Radiology. 
1988;166(1 Pt 1):193–9.

	28.	 Jorgensen MJ, Marras WS, Gupta P. Cross-sectional area of the lumbar 
back muscles as a function of torso flexion  Clin Biomech (Bristol Avon). 
2003;18(4):280–6.

	29.	 Lee JC, CHA J G, Kim Y, et al. Quantitative analysis of back muscle degen-
eration in the patients with the degenerative lumbar flat back using a 
digital image analysis: comparison with the normal controls. Spine (Phila 
Pa 1976). 2008;33(3):318–25.

	30.	 Ozcan-Eksi E E, Eksi M S, Turgut V U, et al. Reciprocal relationship between 
multifidus and psoas at L4-L5 level in women with low back pain  Br J 
Neurosurg. 2021;35(2):220–8.

	31.	 Fujiwara A, Tamai K, Yamato M, et al. The relationship between facet joint 
osteoarthritis and disc degeneration of the lumbar spine: an MRI study  
Eur Spine J. 1999;8(5):396–401.

	32.	 Guan J, Liu T, Feng N, et al. Comparison between single-segment Isobar 
EVO dynamic stabilization and Isobar TTL dynamic stabilization in the 
treatment of lumbar degenerative diseases: a single center retrospective 
study over 4 years. BMC Musculoskelet Disord. 2022;23(1):998.

	33.	 Zhang X, Yuan L, Zeng Y, et al. Evaluation of lumbar stiffness after long-
level fusion for degenerative lumbar scoliosis via a chinese version of the 
lumbar stiffness disability index  Spine J. 2021;21(11):1881–9.

	34.	 Slabaugh M A, Friel N A, Karas V, et al. Interobserver and intraobserver reli-
ability of the Goutallier classification using magnetic resonance imaging: 
proposal of a simplified classification system to increase reliability  Am J 
Sports Med. 2012;40(8):1728–34.

	35.	 Pinter Z W, Wagner S. Cervical paraspinal muscle fatty degeneration 
is not associated with muscle cross-sectional area: qualitative assess-
ment is preferable for cervical sarcopenia  Clin Orthop Relat Res. 
2021;479(4):726–32.

	36.	 Fan W, Guo L X. Biomechanical investigation of lumbar interbody fusion 
supplemented with topping-off Instrumentation using different dynamic 
stabilization devices  Spine (Phila Pa 1976). 2021;46(24):E1311–9.



Page 12 of 12Guan et al. BMC Musculoskeletal Disorders           (2023) 24:28 

•
 
fast, convenient online submission

 •
  

thorough peer review by experienced researchers in your field

• 
 
rapid publication on acceptance

• 
 
support for research data, including large and complex data types

•
  

gold Open Access which fosters wider collaboration and increased citations 

 
maximum visibility for your research: over 100M website views per year •

  At BMC, research is always in progress.

Learn more biomedcentral.com/submissions

Ready to submit your researchReady to submit your research  ?  Choose BMC and benefit from: ?  Choose BMC and benefit from: 

	37.	 JI ZS, Yang H, Yang Y H, et al. Analysis of clinical effect and radiographic 
outcomes of Isobar TTL system for two-segment lumbar degenerative 
disease: a retrospective study  BMC Surg. 2020;20(1):15.

	38.	 Qian J, Bao Z, Li X, et al. Short-term therapeutic efficacy of the Isobar TTL 
dynamic internal fixation system for the treatment of lumbar degenera-
tive disc diseases  Pain Physician. 2016;19(6):E853-61.

	39.	 Guan J, Liu T, Li W, et al. Effects of posterior lumbar nonfusion surgery 
with isobar devices versus posterior lumbar interbody fusion surgery on 
clinical and radiological features in patients with lumbar degenerative 
diseases: a meta-analysis  J Orthop Surg Res. 2022;17(1):116.

	40.	 Hu FANS, Zhao Z. Multifidus muscle changes and clinical effects of one-
level posterior lumbar interbody fusion: minimally invasive procedure 
versus conventional open approach  Eur Spine J. 2010;19(2):316–24.

	41.	 Han G, Zou D, Li X, et al. Can fat infiltration in the multifidus muscle be 
a predictor of postoperative symptoms and complications in patients 
undergoing lumbar fusion for degenerative lumbar spinal stenosis? A 
case-control study  J Orthop Surg Res. 2022;17(1):289.

	42.	 Hilderbrandt M, Fankhauser G, Meichtry A, et al. Correlation between 
lumbar dysfunction and fat infiltration in lumbar multifidus muscles in 
patients with low back pain  BMC Musculoskelet Disord. 2017;18(1):12.

	43.	 Goubert D, Oosterwijck J V, Meeus M, et al. Structural changes of lumbar 
muscles in non-specific low back Pain: a systematic review  Pain Phys. 
2016;19(7):E985–1000.

	44.	 Kalichman L, Carmeli E, Been E. The association between imaging param-
eters of the paraspinal muscles, spinal degeneration, and low back pain. 
Biomed Res Int. 2017;2017:2562957.

	45.	 Faur C, Patrascu JM, Haragus H, et al. Correlation between multifidus fatty 
atrophy and lumbar disc degeneration in low back pain  BMC Musculo-
skelet Disord. 2019;20(1):414.

	46.	 Lee SH, Park S W, Kim Y B, et al. The fatty degeneration of lumbar paraspi-
nal muscles on computed tomography scan according to age and disc 
level  Spine J. 2017;17(1):81–7.

	47.	 Kjaer P, Bendix T, Sorensen J S, et al. Are MRI-defined fat infiltrations in the 
multifidus muscles associated with low back pain? BMC Med. 2007;5:2.

	48.	 Fortin M, Lazary A, Varga P, et al. Association between paraspinal muscle 
morphology, clinical symptoms and functional status in patients with 
lumbar spinal stenosis  Eur Spine J. 2017;26(10):2543–51.

	49.	 Fortin M, Lazary A, Varga P P, et al. Paraspinal muscle asymmetry and fat 
infiltration in patients with symptomatic disc herniation  Eur Spine J. 
2016;25(5):1452–9.

	50.	 Wang W, Sun Z, Li W, et al. The effect of paraspinal muscle on functional 
status and recovery in patients with lumbar spinal stenosis  J Orthop Surg 
Res. 2020;15(1):235.

	51.	 Urrutia J, Besa P. Is a single-level measurement of paraspinal muscle fat 
infiltration and cross-sectional area representative of the entire lumbar 
spine?  Skeletal Radiol. 2018;47(7):939–45.

	52.	 Teichtahl A J, Urquhart DM, Wang Y, et al. Fat infiltration of paraspinal 
muscles is associated with low back pain, disability, and structural abnor-
malities in community-based adults  Spine J. 2015;15(7):1593–601.

	53.	 Urrutia J, Besa P. Lumbar paraspinal muscle fat infiltration is indepen-
dently associated with sex, age, and inter-vertebral disc degeneration in 
symptomatic patients  Skeletal Radiol. 2018;47(7):955–61.

	54.	 Ranger , JENSEN T A, Cicuttini F M, Jensen TS, et al. Are the size and 
composition of the paraspinal muscles associated with low back pain? A 
systematic review  Spine J. 2017;17(11):1729–48.

	55.	 Kader D F, Wardlaw D, Smith F W. Correlation between the MRI 
changes in the lumbar multifidus muscles and leg pain  Clin Radiol. 
2000;55(2):145–9.

	56.	 Parkkola R, Rytokoski U. Magnetic resonance imaging of the discs and 
trunk muscles in patients with chronic low back pain and healthy control 
subjects  Spine (Phila Pa 1976). 1993;18(7):830–6.

	57.	 Battaglia PJ, Maeda Y, Welk A, et al. Reliability of the Goutallier classifica-
tion in quantifying muscle fatty degeneration in the lumbar multifi-
dus using magnetic resonance imaging  J Manipulative Physiol Ther. 
2014;37(3):190–7.

	58.	 Tamai K, Chen J, Stone M, et al. The evaluation of lumbar paraspinal mus-
cle quantity and quality using the Goutallier classification and lumbar 
indentation value  Eur Spine J. 2018;27(5):1005–12.

	59.	 Jun H S, Kim J H, Ahn JH, et al. The effect of lumbar spinal muscle on 
spinal sagittal alignment: evaluating muscle quantity and quality  Neuro-
surg. 2016;79(6):847–55.

	60.	 Xia W, Fu H, Zhu Z, et al. Association between back muscle degenera-
tion and spinal-pelvic parameters in patients with degenerative spinal 
kyphosis  BMC Musculoskelet Disord. 2019;20(1):454.

Publisher’s Note
Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in pub-
lished maps and institutional affiliations.


	Correlation between surgical segment mobility and paravertebral muscle fatty infiltration of upper adjacent segment in single-segment LDD patients: retrospective study at a minimum 2 years’ follow-up
	Abstract 
	Objective 
	Methods 
	Results 
	Conclusion 

	Introduction
	Methods
	Patients and methods
	Inclusion and exclusion criteria
	Internal fixation devices
	Surgical procedure
	Clinical and radiological outcomes
	Statistical analysis

	Results
	China lumbar stiffness disability index
	ROM
	ROM of surgical segment
	ROM of upper adjacent segment
	Correlation of the ROM of surgical segment and upper neighboring segment
	Correlation of ROM and Goutallier classification


	Discussion
	The relationship between mobility and low back stiffness
	The relationship between mobility and fatty infiltration of paravertebral muscles

	Conclusion
	Limitation

	Acknowledgements
	References


